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For the Christian Magazine. 
DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY EQUITABLE 
AND DESIRABLE. 


To illustrate this subject, 1 pro- 
pose to consider the parable of 
the householder, contained in the 
xxth chapter of Matthew. The 
substance of the parable is this: 
The householder went out early 
in the morning to hire laborers 
into his vineyard, Having agreed 
with some, for a penny a day, he 
sent them forth to labor. At the 


third hour, he went out, and pro- 
posed to hire others. At the sixth 
and ninth hours, he did likewise. 


And at the eleventh hour, he sent 
others into his vineyard, offering 
them what was right, but without 
any stipulated price. At evening, 
he directed his servant to pay the 
laborers, “beginning from the 
last to the first.” The servant 
obeyed : and to those who came 
last, he gave each man a penny. 
And when the first came, having 
seen what was done, they expect- 
ed to receive more: but they re- 
ceived each man a penny. At 
this they murmured; not at the 
servant, but against the house- 
holder. He had made those, who 
labored but one hour, equal to 
themselves, who had borne the 
burden and heat of the day. But 
he answered one of them, “I do 
thee no wrong: didst not thou 
agree with me fora penny? Take 
that thine is, and go thy way: I 
will give unto this last, even as 
unto thee.” ‘To declare and vin- 
dicate his right, and the justice of 
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it, in this procedure, he added, 
“Is it not lawful for me to do 
what I will with mine own? Is 
thine eye evil, because I am 
good?” 

Now this parable relates to the 
kingdom of heaven. Christ said, 
“the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a man that is an household- 
er.” His obvious design was, to 
teach his disciples the nature and 
government of that kingdom: and 
particularly to illustrate what he 
had said at the close of the pre- 
ceding chapter: For he here re- 
peated it; “So, then, the last 
shall be first, and the first last : 
for many be called, but few cho- 
sen.”” The whole parable, there- 
fore, relates to the kingdom of 
heaven; and seems calculated and 
intended to exhibit the sovereign- 
ty of God, in the dispensation of 
grace. But before I proceed to 
shew directly, that this is equita- 
ble and desirable, 1 shall notice 
briefly the following particulars, 
contained in the parable, and 
more especially in the 15th verse 
of the chapter. 

I. God has always a right to do 
his pleasure. 

The reason is, his pleasure is 
always good. His nature is good- 
ness. He is a God of truth, and 
without iniquity. He is merciful 
and gracious, abundant in good- 
ness ; always just and right. Yea, 
he is over all, God, blessed, for- 
ever. Hence he has always a 
right to do his pleasure. 

If, then, he is pleased to do 
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more for some, than for others, it 
is right for him to doit. If he is 
pleased to giv? some a knowl- 
edge of salvation, while others 
are left in pagan darkness; if he 
saw fit to make the Jews bear 
the heat and burden of the day, 
in preparing for the advent of 
Christ, and then to admit Gentile 
converts to privileges equal with 
Jewish converts ; and if he is gra- 
ciously pleased to renew and save 
some sinners, while he leaves 
others, equally guilty, to perish 
in their sins ; all this is lawful and 
right. He does no injustice. All 
creatures are his. And it is law- 
ful for him to do what he will 
with his own. No man, nor an- 
gel, may say unto him, in reter- 
ence to any of his works, “ what 
hast thou done?” For 

Il. Noone may murmur at what 
God is pleased to do. 

It appears from the parable, 
that no one of the first laborers 
was allowed to murmur at the 
householder, because he did more 
for others, in proportion to their 
labor, than he did for them. And 
for this plain reason: he did them 
no injustice. What he did for oth- 
ers had no actual effect on the jus- 
tice or injustice of his dealings with 
them. Indeed, it had no concern 
with them. They were the mere 
spectators of it. When he came 
to reward them, he gave all that 
justice required: even all that 
was due, by their own agree- 
ment. They had, therefore, no 
right to murmur, at what was 
done for others. For no one sut- 
fered any injustice. 

Now this shows that no one 
may murmur at what God is plea- 
sed todo. If he does more for 
some than for others, and more 
than justice demands ; if he gives 
some the knowledge of salvation, 
and leaves others in pagan dark- 
ness; and even if he renews and 
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pardons some sinners; while he 
leaves others, equally guilty, to 
remain in their sins; no one may 
murmur at these acts of sovereign- 
ty. He has done no injustice. 
All men are sinners; totally vile 
and unworthy. No one can claim 
a knowledge of salvation, nor the 
renewing and pardoning grace of 
God. Though he makes a dis- 
tinction among men; though he 
does more for some than for oth- 
ers ; and more for some than they 
deserve ; yet he does no wrong. 
He has good reasons for doing 
thus ; though he may not, at the 
time, see fit to reveal them. If 
men merited the renewing and 
saving grace of God ; (supposing 
this were possible ;) and if, then, 
he should renew and pardon some 
and not others; and thus do injus- 
tice to them that are lett, they 
might reasonably murmur. But, 
as all are sinners, utterly unwor- 
thy of such kindness, God may 
justly do his pleasure, in renew- 
ing and saving them. If he plea- 
ses, he may renew and save some, 
and yet leave others in their sins, 
while no one has any cause to 
murmur. For 

Ill. It is not an act of injustice, 
but of mere goodness, when God 
does more for some, than tor 
others. 

When the householder did more 
in proportion, for the last, than 
for the first laborers, and more 
than strict justice required; he 
did the first no injustice. For, as 
I have already stated, it had no 
effect on his dealings with them. 
And therefore it could not do 
them any injustice. Besides, when 
he rewarded them, he gave them 
all that justice demanded: yea, 
all that could be demanded, on 
the very terms of their own 
agreement. 

But his giving the last more 
than the first, in proportion to 
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their labor, and more than jus- 
tice demanded, was an act of 
mere goodness to them. It was in 
pertect accordance with justice ; 
and yet was an act, by which the 
householder saw fit to display, 
not only his sovereignty, but his 
distinguishing goodness. 

Now, this illustrates, and seems 
intended to illustrate, both the 
sovereignty and the goodness of 
God, in the dispensation of grace. 
It shows, that when God does more 
for some sinners, than for others ; 
when he renews and saves some, 
and yet leaves others, equally 
guilty, he does no injustice, ei- 
ther to those that are saved, or 
to those that are lost. What he 
does for those who are saved, 
has no effect on the condition of 
those that are lost, nor on the 
justice of his dealings with them. 
He is no more obligated to renew 
and save them, than he would be, 
had he not saved others. Their 
condition is affected, only by what 
he does for them. ‘The justice of 
his dealings respecting them, de- 
pends wholly on what he does for 
them. But the tact is, if they 
perish, they perish in their sins. 
The very fact that they do pe- 
rish, under the government of a 
gracious God; under a dispensa- 
tion, and amidst the offers of 
grace, is conclusive evidence, 
that they perish justly. Their 
future punishment will be no 
greater, nor be continued any 
longer, than Divine justice re- 
quires. For it is the unalterable 
declaration of God’s word, that 
he will finally reward all men 
according to their works, whether 
good or bad. 

But his renewing and saving his 
chosen people, and thus doing 
more for them than justice de- 
mands, is an act of distinguishing 
goodness. It effects an entire 
change in their characters and 
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destinies. It delivers them from 
endless wrath, and makes them 
heirs of endless glory: while all 
this accords with justice. For 
surely, it does no injustice to 
them that are saved ; nor to them 
that are fost; nor yet to the Di- 
vine government. The law of 
God is honored in the very par- 
don and justification of all that 
are saved. ‘They believe in 
Christ; they are united to him 
by faith; and are justified wholly 
through his atonement. There 
is, therefore, no injustice what- 
ever, in this display of mercy. It 
is mere distinguishing goodness, in 
perfect harinony with justice. It 
is because the great Householder 
does what he will with his own: 
and is, therefore, lawful and right. 
Hence, 

IV. To murmur at this good- 
ness of God, betrays evidence of 
an evil heart. 

When the householder had vin- 
dicated his own conduct, he asked 
him who murmured, “Is thine 
eye evil, because I am good?” 
This was ar affirmation of his 
own goodness; and at the same 
time, of the evil of murmuring. 
For it was murmuring, not at the 
injustice of the householder to- 
ward himself, or toward any other 
one; (for no injustice had heen 
done ;) but at his goodness, in do- 
ing more for others than he had 
done for him. It therefore be- 
trayed evidence of an evil heart. 
For it opposed the exercise of this 
goodness, while it harmonized 
with justice. 

Now this exhibits, and was, no 
doubt, designed to exhibit, the 
very spirit of those, who mur- 
mur at the sovereigu grace of 
God, when he does more for 
some lost sinners, than he does 
for others. They murmur, not 
at his injustice to them, but at his 
doing more for others, than he 
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does for them;—at his making 
a distinction among men, accord- 
ing to his pleasure. But this is 
murmuring at his distinguishing 
goodness ; even at his unmerited 
kindness, in saving whom he plea- 
ses, through the atonement of 
Christ. It is opposing the very 
exercise of grace, when this har- 
monizes with justice. In fact, it 
is opposing the only ground, on 
which the salvation of sinners can 
harmonize with justice. For, if 
God did no more for them than 
they deserve, or than justice de- 
mands, not one of them would 
ever be renewed; and conse- 
quently, not one would ever be 
saved. It therefore needs no fur- 
ther argument, to prove that such 
murmuring betrays evidence of 
an evil heart. 

Now, with these particulars in 
view, I proceed directly to illus- 
trate the subject before me ; and 
observe, 

First, That the sovereignty of 
God is equitable. Here the object 
will be, to notice the sovereignty 
of his grace : as this is most liable 
to objections. And in reference 
to this, I have already shown, 
that God has always a right to do 
what he will with his own, and 
that no one may murmur at his 
doing this. ‘The reason is, he 
always does what is just and right. 
If, then, God may always do what 
he will, in reference to the sal- 
vation of men, because he always 
does right, he may also do all 
this, as a Sovereign. It was his 
just prerogative, to decree or de- 
termine all this, in the counsels of 
eternity. For, if all his doings 
are right, and if, in the lancuage 
of inspiration, he “ worketh all 
things after the counsel of his 
own will,” bis eternal purposes or 
decrees are all right. As he is a 
Being of unerring wisdom and 
goodness, and the Proprietor of 
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all creation, it was right for Him 
to determine all things, in nature 
and in grace, according to his 
good pleasure. For his pleasure 
was, to determine all things in 
perfect rectitude. Indeed, being 
eternal and immutable, he has al- 
ways been what he now is: he 
has always had the same wisdom, 
the same goodness, and even the 
same purposes, which he now 
has. So that what he now does, 
which is always right, is the ne- 
cessary result of an equitable and 
eternal purpose. 

It follows, then, that no one 
may murmur at the sovereign pur- 
poses of God, in the affairs of 
grace; though all these are, like 
Himself, eternal. The reason 
still is, they are all equitable. 
They accord perfectly with his 
doings, which are only the execu- 
tion of these equitable and eter- 
nal purposes. Even when he 
does more for some sinners, than 
for others, and when all this is 
the effect of his eternal purposes, 
no one has any right to murmur. 
There is no cause for it. Both 
the act itself, and the purpose of 
action, are according to perfect 
rectitude. Asit is lawful for him, 
when he pleases, to do more for 
some, than for others, when he 
does no one any injustice ; so it 
was lawful for him to determine 
all this, in his own best time. 
Whatever it is right for him now 
to do, it was right for him to de- 
termine, when he saw best. There 
is no more cause to murmur at 
the purpose, when this accords 
with perfect rectitude, than to 
murmur at the act, when this ac- 
cords with perfect rectitude. And 
to him, who would murmur at the 
righteous purposes of God, in the 
affairs of grace, his answer is, 
‘Who art thou, that repliest a- 
gainst God? Shall the thing form- 
ed say to him that formed it, why 
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hast thou made me thus? Hath 
not the potter power over the 
clay, of the same lump to make 
one vessel unto honor, and an- 
other unto dishonor?” Does any 
one affirm, that this does not ap- 


pear equitable? His inquiry of 


such a one is, * Are not my ways 
equal? are not your ways une- 
qual?’ And does any one still re- 
tain the murmuring spirit of the 
first laborers? His final answer 
is, ** Be still and know that I am 
God:—I do thee no wrong :—ls 
it not lawful for me to do what | 
will with mine own? Is thine eye 
evil, because | am good ?”—T hus, 
the sovereignty of God appears 
equitable. But this is not all. I 
now observe, 

Secondly, That it is not only 
equitable, but desirable. In every 
instance of the sovereignty of 
grace, it has been shown, that 
there is a display, not of injustice, 


but of distinguishing goodness: a 
display of mere, unmerited kind- 
ness and compassion, in harmony 


with justice. Every instance of 
renewing and pardoning mercy, is 
an instance, in which God does 
more than the sinner deserves : 
and, consequently, is an instance, 
in which he must be actuated by 
unmerited kindness. It is thus 
mere sovereign goodness or grace: 
that is, it is an act, which God 
performs, merely because he is 
gracious; because he ever has 
been determined to perform it; 
and thus, in his own language, 
because he ‘“ will be gracious to 
whom he will be gracious.”” Both 
the act, and the purpose of ac- 
tion, are the fruit of his free, 
sovereign grace. And if he did 
not, in every instance, act on this 
ground, he would not act, in any 
instance whatever, in saving the 
sinner. For the sinner cannot 
claim it. Justice to him does not 
demand it. Nothing but the sove- 


reign pleasure of God can be the 
moving cause of it. And as he is 
eternal and immutable, if be had 
not from eternity decrecd it, he 
would not, in any case, do it. 

Hence, notwithstanding all the 
murmuring and objection of wick- 
ed men against it, the sovereignty 
of God, in the affairs of grace, is 
truly desirable. It is desirable, 
not only that God should be gra- 
cious in his nature and attributes, 
but that he should be a Sovereign 
in his grace; that he should 
have formed eternal purposes ot 
grace, respectihg sinful men. For, 
he may be gracious in his nature 
and attributes ; a complete atone- 
ment for sin may be made ; salva- 
tion may be freely offered to sin- 
ners ;—and yet, (were the sup- 
position possible,) had there been 
no eternal purposes of grace, not 
one sinner would have been actu- 
ally saved. For, to be saved, 
they must be renewed by the 
power of God. And as he works 
all things after the counsel of his 
own will, if he had not purposed, 
he would not perform this work ; 
and consequently, no one would 
be renewed nor saved. 

Surely, then, it is desirable that 
all the affairs of grace should be 
regulated and decided, by the 
eternal purpose of God. It is de- 
sirabie, that the number, to be 
saved; that the method of their 
salvation; yea, that the whole 
plan and process of it, from begin- 
ning to end, should be matters of 
his eternal purpose. This would 
ensure the greatest number and 
the best method of salvation. For 
when, in his holy sovereignty, 
God determined the number of 
his chosen people, and the me- 
thod of their salvation, he did 
this, as he determined all things, 
with a view to the full display of 
his Divine perfections. He look- 
ed, not at the merit and claims 
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of sinners, which had no exist- 
ence ; but ai his own glory. He 
was limited, not by their worthi- 
ness, or even their unworthi- 
ness; but only by the most per- 
fect display of Divine goodness. 
In doing what he would with his 
own, or in determining the num- 
ber of those, who should be re- 
newed and saved, his good plea- 
sure was, to give full scope and 
operation to his benevolence. He 
untted the salvation of his people, 
with the most perfect display of 
his glorious attributes. Hence, 
he chose them ali in Christ: he 
predestinated them to the adop- 
tion of children by Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of 
his will, to the praise of the glory 
of his grace. Of all possible me- 
thods, this was the best for lost 
sinners. And it must be remem- 
bered, that the whole scheme of 
grace, from beginning to end, has 
immediate relation te sinners. It 
was from a race of such beings, 
that God chose his people, in 
Christ Jesus: even of those, who, 
in themselves, were utterly vile 
and unwortby. And his sovereign 
purpose, originating in his own 
goodness and grace, included a 
far greater number of such beings, 
than could otherwise have been 
included. Indeed, had not the 
display of grace been the object, 
and had not mere benevolence 
and grace determined this num- 
ber, we know not how even one 
sinner could have been included. 
We know of no other method, 
which could, consistently with Di- 
vine justice, or with the Divine 
attributes, have ensured the sal- 
vation of an individual of our 
guilty race. It is, then, desi- 
rable, beyond all expression, that 
God should determine and act as 
a Sovereign, in all the affairs of 
grace. Yea, it is of unspeakable 
importance to lost sinners, that he 
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should do what he will with his 
own; and that he should have 
formed eternal purposes of grace, 
respecting guilty men. 

Let him, theretore, who would 
murmur at the sovereign grace of 
God, take heed to his ways. He 
murmurs, not at the injustice of 
God towards himself, nor towards 
any of his fellow-men, but at his 
mere goodness towards the subjects 
of his grace. He murmurs, where 
the first laborers did. His eye is 
evil, because God is good. And 
if he perish in such murmurings, 
he will perish justly. God never 
left a humble, penitent sinner to 
perish. He pardons and saves 
every penitent believer. And if 
the murmurer will repent and be- 
lieve in Christ, God will pardon 
and save even him. But let him 
remember, and while he remem- 
bers, let him rejoice, that God 
saves the penitent, because he is 
a Sovereign in the affairs of grace ; 
because he has determined to do 
this, for his own glory ; and thus, 
because he doeth what he will 
with his own. J. A. G. 


I 


For the Christian Magazine. 
AN EXPOSITION OF 1 CORINTHIANS, 
u. 14. 


“6 But the natural man recewveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.” 

Since the Bible is our only rule 

of religious faith and practice, 

and is that, by which we are to 
be finally judged, it is of the high- 
est imaginable importance, that it 
should be correctly understood. 

This remark is, of course, appli- 

cable to the passage before us.— 

It is probable, that few passages 

of the Bible have been more the 





Exposition of 1 Cor. ii. 14. 


occasion of darkness and distress 
on the part of some, and of irrev- 
erence and presumption on the 
part of others. It is desirable, 
that all occasion for such effects 
should be removed. This can be 
done only by a correct exposition 
of the passage in question. 

1. Who is ¢ the natural man? 
The apostle opposes ‘ the natural 
man,’ tothe spiritual man. After 
asserting, that ‘the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God,’ he says, in the 
next verse, ‘ But he that is spir- 
itual, judgeth all things.’ It hence 
appears, that ‘the natural man,’ is 
the opposite of him, that ‘is spir- 
itual,’ or the spiritual man. Who, 
then, is the spiritual man, but he, 
that has been born of the Spirit? 
¢ That which is born of the Spirit, 
is spirit,’ or spiritual. It will not 
be doubted, that the spiritual man 
is a subject of the spiritual king- 
dom of God, and will be finally 
admitted into heaven. But says 
an infallible teacher ;—‘ Except 
a man be born of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.’ The conclusion is obvious, 
that the spiritual man is the re- 
generate man ;—he, who has been 
‘ born of the Spirit.’ As the apos- 
tle directly opposes ‘the natural 
man,’ to him that is spiritual,’ or 
has been ‘born of the Spirit,’ it 
follows, that, by ‘the natural 
man,’ he intends man in a state 
of nature ;—the unregenerate man. 

2. What is to be understood by 
‘the things of the Spirit of God ?” 
‘ The Spirit of the Lord,’ says the 
Psalmist, ‘spake by me, and his 
word was in my mouth.’ Christ, 
some time previously to his de- 
parture from his disciples, said 
unto them ;—‘ The Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remem- 
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brance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you.’ Soon after the as- 
cension of Christ, * Peter stood 
up in the midst of the disciples, 
and said, Men ana brethren, This 
scripture must needs have been 
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost, by 
the mouth of David, spake before 
concerning Judas, which was to 
guide them, that took Jesus.’ In 
quoting a passage from the Psalms, 
the writer of the epistle to the 
Hebrews began by saying ;— 
‘Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost 
saith, To day, if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts.’ 
Again it is said ;—‘ All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God. 
The prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man ; but holy 
men of God spake, us they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost... From 
these passages it is abundantly 
evident, that the Bible claims to 
have been given by inspiration of 
the Spirit of God. Hence, there 
can be no doubt, that, by ‘the 
things of the Spirit of God,’ the 
truths of the Bible in general are 
intended. 

3. What is it truly to receive 
‘the things of the Spirit of God ?” 
In truly receiving them, a specu- 
lative belief and acknowledge- 
ment of their truth are of course 
implied. By him, who does not 
even speculatively believe the 
scriptures, nor acknowledge their 
truth, they are not, in any, even 
the lowest, sense, received. A 
simple intellectual perception of 
the meaning of any particular pas- 
sage of the Bible is not, however, 
all that is implied in a complete 
reception of it. Such a percep- 
tion may be possessed by the 
avowed infidel. By the aid of 
an improved intellect and of the 
true science of interpretation, he 
may clearly unfold the general 
meaning of any particular pas- 
sage, and, at the same time, as. 
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sert, that the Bible cannot be the 
word of God, for the very reason, 
that it inculcates the particular 
sentiments, which he uas proved 
it to inculcate. Something more 
than has been stated, must, there- 
fore, be implied in truly receiving 
‘ the things of the Spirit of God.’ 
And that is—a heart-felt belief of 
them ;—-an experimental perception 
of their truth. The truth of any 
particular passage must not only 
be intellectually perceived, but 
felt, approved, and loved. ‘Chere 
must be a correspondence be- 
tween the feelings of the percipi- 
ent and the truth perceived. This 
view of the subject is, if I mistake 
not, warranted by the scriptures. 
The three thousand, who were 
converted on the day of Pente- 
cost, were ‘ pricked in their heart’ 
by the preaching of Peter, and 
‘gladly received his word.’ The 
heart of Lydia of Thyatira, was 
opened by the Lord, that she at- 
tended to the things, which, on a 
certain occasion, were spoken by 
Paul. This apostle, in writing to 
the Christians at Rome, said ; * Ye 
have obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine, which was de- 
livered you.’ And, in writing to 
the Christians at Thessalonica, he 
said; ‘ Our gospel came not unto 
you in word only, but also in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance. And ye 
became followers of us, and of 
the Lord, having received the 
word in much affliction, with joy 
in the Holy Ghost. When ye re- 
ceived the word of God, which 
ye heard of us, ye received it, not 
as the word of men, but, as it is 
in truth, the word of God, which 
effectually worketh also in you, that 
believe.” And he, moreover, de- 
clared to them concerning certain 
persons, that ‘ they received not 
the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved.’ 








4. How does it appear, that 
¢the natural man’ does not truly 
receive ‘the things of the Spirit 
of God” ‘This is asserted in the 
passage before us. ‘¢ The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God; for they are fool- 
ishness unto him.’ It is also either 
asserted or implied in numerous 
other passages. ‘The preaching 
of the cross is to them, that per- 
ish, foolishness. We preach Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stum- 
bling-block, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness.” No sooner had Christ 
informed Nicodemus, that, except 
a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God, than, in 
astonishment, the latter exclaim- 
ed; ‘How can a man be born, 
when he is old?’ Nor did our 
Saviour’s explanation of the na- 
ture and necessity of the new 
birth, at all diminish his astonish- 
ment. For, he again exclaimed ; 
‘How can these things be?” So 
foolish did the preaching of Christ 
appear to the Jews, that they 
said unto him; * Thou art a Sa- 
maritan, and hast a devil. Now 
we know, that thou hast a devil. 
Whom makest thou thyself? 
How foolish did the preaching of 
Paul appear to the men of Athens. 
When in that celebrated city, 
‘certain philosophers of the Epi- 
curians and of the Stoicks encoun- 
tered him. And some said, What 
wiil this babbler say? other some, 
He seemeth to be a setter forth 
of strange gods: because he 
preached to them Jesus and the 
resurrection. And they took him, 
and brought him unto Areopagus, 
saying, May we know what this 
new doctrine, whereof thou speak- 
est,is? For thou bringest certain 
strange things to our ears; we 
would know, therefore, what 
these things mean. And when 
they heard of the resurrection of 
the dead, some mocked; and 
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others said, we will hear thee 
again of this matter.’ So pertect- 
ly unimportant and foolish did the 
questions at issue between Paul 
and the Jews appear to Festus, 
that, in addressing Agrippa on 
the subject, he said; ‘ When the 
accusers stood up, they brought 
none accusation of such things, 
as I supposed; but had certain 
questions against him of their own 
superstition, and of one Jesus, which 
was dead, whom Paul affirmed to 
be alive.’ Multitudes, at the pres- 
ent day, regard the doctrines of 
the cross as uninteresting, incon- 
sistent, absurd; and turn away 
from them in disgust. But, 

5. Why does not ‘the natural 
man’ receive ‘the things of the 
Spirit of God?’ Why are they 
‘foolishness unto him?’ ‘The an- 
swer, in general, is contained in 
the passage before us. ‘¢ Be- 
cause they are spiritually discern- 
ed. We have seen, that the 
natural man, is man in a state of 
nature, in opposition to man ina 
state of grace; man unregenerate, 
in opposition to him, who has been 
born of the Spirit. Hence, ac- 
cording to the scriptures, he is 
without holy affections. To feel- 
ings of holy love, repentance, 
faith and joy, he is an entire stran- 
ger. These feelings appertain to 
none in their natural, unregene- 
rate state. The Bible describes 
them as ¢ dead in trespasses and 
sins ;;—as possessing ‘ the carnal 
mind, which is emnity against 
God ;’? as not having the love of 
God in them; as hating both 
Christ and his Father; as without 
‘repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” But, with holy affec- 
tions and desires, no inconsiderable 
portion of the bible is intimately 
conversant. .Much, very much, 
of it is employed in describing 
the moral beauty of the Divine 
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character, the loveliness of the 
character of the Saviour, and the 
feelings of the Christian from the 
time of his first genuine convic- 
tions of sin, through all the varia- 
tions of his religious experience, 
to his final admittance into the 
mansions of the blessed. ‘These 
are emphatically spiritual parts 
of the Bible; and are fuily under- 
stood and truly received, only 
when ‘they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.’ In order to enter into 
the real spirit of them, and truly 
to receive them, a person must 
himself have the same kind of 
feelings, which they are employ- 
ed to describe. In order truly to 
receive those passages, which 
describe the moral glory of God, 
and the loveliness of the charac- 
ter of Christ, he must himself 
possess a holy heart, and be un- 
der the influence of holy love to 
God and the Saviour. In order 
truly to receive those passages, 
which describe conviction of sin, 
he must himself have been truly 
convicted of the same. And in 
orcer truly to receive those pas- 
sages, which describe the repent- 
ance, faith, peace, gratitude, sub- 
mission, joy, and other graces of 
the Christian, his own heart must 
be under the influence of the 
same holy affections. But the 
heart of the natural man is not 
under the influence of this class 
of affections ;—it is under the all- 
controlling influence of a diamet- 
rically opposite class of moral 
affections. And this is the prima- 
ry, grand reason, why he does 
not truly receive ‘the things of 
the Spirit of God.” When truly 
received, ‘they are spiritually 
discerned ;’ but he, being without 
holy affections, has no spiritual 
discernment. There is no sym- 
pathy between the spirit with 
which he is actuated, and that 
spirit, which breathes from the 
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pages of the inspired volume. 
Hence, to suppose that, susiain- 
ing his present unholy character, 
he can so enter into the real na- 
ture of ‘the thiugs of the Spirit 
of uod,’ as to receive them in 
their spiritual import, is, to sup- 
pose something contradictory and 
absurd. He is, in a spiritual sense, 
as really blind to the true import 
of that large portion of the word 
of God, which is employed in 
describing holy affections, as is 
the literally blind man to the 
meridian splendor of a summer 
sun. His unholy feelings do no 
more vibrate in unison with those 
holy feelings, with which no in- 
considerable part of the inspired 
volume is conversant, than does 
the soul of the deaf man, with 


the most exquisite combination of 


musical harmony. 

From the preceding exposition, 
several important inferences na- 
turally result. 

1. ‘The criminality of spiritual 
blindness. It appears, that spir- 
itual blindness implies the total 
absence of holy affections, and 
primarily and essentially consists 
in moral affections of an opposite 
character. It is a blindness, which 
has its seat in the heart. So the 
point is constantly represented in 
the scriptures. I[t is said of many 


of the Israelites in the time of 


Moses, that they had not ‘an heart 
to perceive ;’ and of the idolatrous 
among the same people in the 
time of Isaiah, ‘ their hearts’ were 
shut, so that they could not under- 
stand; that ‘a deceived heart turned 
them aside, so that they could not 
deliver their soul, nor say, Is 
there not a lie in my right hand?” 
St. Paul declares, concerning the 
Gentiles, that they ‘are alienated 
from the life of God, through the 
ignorance that is in them, because 
of the blindness of their hearts.’ 
He says, concerning the Jews, 
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that, ‘Even unto this day, when 
Moses is read, the vail is upon 
their heart.’ And, in the foliow- 
ing words, which, in his epistle to 
the Hebrews, he quoted from the 
Psalms, the ignorance and errors 
of the same people are said to 
have their origin and seat in the 
heart. ‘ Wherefore, | was grieved 
with that generation, and said, 
They do always err in their heart.’ 
Is not that, then, which prevents 
the natural man from receiving 
the things of the Spirit of God, 
criminal in itsnature? Having its 
seat in the heart, and consisting 
in affections the exact opposite of 
holy love, it can be nothing less, 
than the essence of sin. Was not 
the blindness of the Jews of a 
moral nature? Did it not prima- 
rily consist in voluntary exercises 
of hatred to Christ? And was it 
not, therefore, criminal? Tosay, 
that spiritual blindness is not 
criminal, is the same, as to say, 
that it is not criminal to be with- 
out holy love to God, without 
repentance for sin, without cor- 
dial faith in the Saviour ;—in a 
word, that it is not criminal to 
live in constant violation of the 
first and great commandment of 
the law, the first and great com- 
mandment of the gospel, and 
without that, in which the essence 
of all religion consists. 

2. The natural man may, with 
propriety, be commanded truly to 
receive the things of the Spirit of 
God. ‘True, it issaid; * Neither 
can he know them ; because they 
are spiritually discerned.’ That 
he is, an some sense, unable truly 
to receive them, is, therefore, 
evident. And were he, an the 
same sense, unable to receive 
them, that the literally blind man 
is to discern the light of day and 
to behold natural objects, there 
would be neither reason nor pro- 
priety in his being commanded to 
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receive them. Such, however, is 
not the fact. His inability to re- 
ceive the things of the Spirit of 
God, is not natural, but moral. It 
is voluntary, spiritual blindness ; 
and has been proved to be crimi- 
nal in its nature. Hence, it is 
easy to see, that the natural man 
may, with the utmost reason and 
propriety, be commanded to pos- 
sess that spiritual discernment, 
which is requisite to a true re- 
ception of the things of the Spirit 
of God. He may be commanded 
to do this with precisely the same 
propriety, that he is commanded 
to love God supremely, to repent, 
to believe the gospel, and thus 
become areal Christian. Indeed, 
to require him to make himself a 
new heart and a new spirit, to 
break off from his sins by repent- 
ance, and to look unto Christ with 
the eye of affection and of faith, 
is, one and the same thing, as it 
is to require him to receive, in 
their spiritual import, the oracles 
of God. Accordingly, we hear 
God, in his word, saying unto the 
spiritually blind and deaf; ‘O ye 
simple, understand wisdom, and, 
ye fools, be of an understanding 
heart. Hear, ye deaf, and look, 
ye blind, that ye may see.’ 

3. The nature and the impor- 
tance of spiritual illumination are 
obvious. We read, in the scrip- 
tures, of spiritual discernment and 
of spiritual understanding. And, 
from the view we have taken of 
spiritual biiadness, the nature of 
these may be conclusively infer- 
red. Spiritual blindness, it ap- 
pears, primarily consists in unholy 
affections of heart. Hence, spi- 
ritual discernment or understand- 
ing must consist in feelings of an 
opposite nature. Let holy feel- 
ings be produced in the soul of 
the natural man, and he is at once 
enabled to enter into the true 
spirit of those passages of the 
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Bible, that are descriptive of the 
particular class of holy affections, 
which are in exercise within his 
bosom. Let the sinner be brought 
under genuine conviction of sin, 


‘and he at once knows what the 


apostle intended, when he said ; 
‘| was alive without the law 
once; but when the command- 
ment came, sin revived, and | 
died.” Let the love of God be 
shed abroad in his heart, and he 
at once knows what the Psalmist 
meant, when he said; ‘Whom 
have | in heaven but thee? and 
there is none upon earth, 
that I desire beside thee.’ Let 
him be bowed down under a 
sense of indwelling sin, and he 
knows what an apostle meant, 
when he said; * O wretched man, 
that 1 am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?” Let 
him be under the influence of 
disinterested benevolence toward 
mankind, and of ardent desires for 
their salvation, and he knows 
what the same apostle intended, 
when he said ;—‘I say the truth 
in Christ, I lie not, my conscience 
also bearing me witness in the 
Holy Ghost, that 1 have great 
heaviness and continual sorrow 
of heart. For I could wish, that 
myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh.’ Let him 
be under the influence of strong 
faith and holy joy in the Saviour, 
and he knows what another apos- 
tle meant, when he said; ‘ Whom, 
having not seen, ye love; in 
whom, though now ye see him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 


joy unspeakable and full of glory.’ 


The same mode of remark might, 
were it necessary, be extended to 
each distinct class of the christian 
affections. Whatever may be the 
particular class of holy affections 
in exercise at any given time, in 
the heart of the Christian, the 
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texts of scripture, that are de- 
scriptive of them, are spiritually 
discerned. Such is spiritual il- 
lumination. And its importance, 
as well as its nature, may be in- 
ferred trom the nature of spiritu- 
al blindness. Spiritual blindness 
is an effectual obstacle in the way 
of a true reception ot the things 
of the Spirit of God. There is 
no sympathy between the feel- 
ings of him, who is under its in- 
fluence, and those holy feelings, 
of which a large portion of the 
word of God is descriptive. It as 
effectually prevents him, who is 
under its influence, from entering 
into the true spirit of a very con- 
siderable portion of the Bible, as 
literal biindness prevents the Sub- 
ject of it irom perceiving external 
objecis. Butlet it be removed by 
he spirit of God, and a new mor- 
al worid immediately opens on his 
spiritual vision. The Bible has 
not, indeed, changed. It is, in 
reality, the very same book, that 
it was betore. Buta radical moral 
change has been wrought in him, 
and, by means of it, those things 
of the Spirit of God, which betore 
were foolishness unto him, are 
spiritually discerned, and clothed 
with ineflable beauty. Spiritual 
illumination is, therefore, just as 
important, as is an experimental 
understanding of the word of God. 
4. The prevalence of error on 
religious subjects, is naturally to 
be expected. Since natural men 
are blind to the true spiritual im- 
port of no inconsiderable portion 
of the Bible, what is naturaily to 
be looked for as one result, but 
that the religious creed of many 
of them will be full of error? 
True it is, that, so far as the mere 
language of any particular portion 
of the word of God is concerned, 
they may be able, by the aid ofa 
well-disciplined mind and the true 
principles of exegesis, to give a 
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correct exposition of it. This, 
however, is not always, nor even 
generally, to be expected. Be- 
tween their unholy feelings and 
those holy feelings, of which 
much of the Bible is descriptive, 
there is a mutual repulsion. 
Heuce, it is naturally to be ex- 
pected, that they will endeavour 
so to interpret the Bible, as to 
render it congenial with the pre- 
dominant affections ot their un- 
sanctified hearts. Itis to be con- 
sidered, that ‘the feelings of the 
natural heart exert a pernicious 
influence on the understanding.’ 
Natural men have ¢ their under- 
standings darkened, through the 
ignorance, that is in them, because 
of the blindness of their heart.’ 
Though the natural strength of 
the human understanding is not 
impaired in consequence of the 
apostacy, yet, the blindness of the 
natural heart has a strong ten- 
dency to modify its exercise ;—to 
alter the range of vision of this 
eye of the mind, and to interpose 
a mist between it and its object. 
We know, that, in all cases, our 
teelings have no small influence 
in the formation and adoption of 
our speculative opinions. ¢ The 
heart governs the understanding.’ 
In view, then, of the spiritual 
blindness of the natural heart, 
and the obvious tendency of this 
blindness to bias the understand- 
ing in its interpretations of the 
Bible, how naturally may preva- 
lence of error on religious sub- 
jects be expected. 

5. We infer, that a holy heart 
is requisite for the teacher of re- 
ligion. Since spiritual blindness 
naturally exerts a pernicious in- 
fluence on the understanding in 
its investigations of divine truth, 
the teacher of religion, who is 
under its influence, must ever be 
in danger of embracing error 
himself, and, of course, of teach- 
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ing it to others. But grant, that 
he may be ied to a correct speco- 
lative beiiet of the truths of the 
Bible, and we shall not deny that 
this is possible, he will not incui- 
cate them with that zeal, aud 
earnestness, and glow of religious 
affection, with which it is un- 
speakably important, that ¢the 
giorious gospel of the blessed 
God’ should ever be preached. 
Its truths will not fall from his 
lips with that weight on the con- 
sciences of his hearers, with which 
the same truths fell from the lips 
of a Paul, a Baxter, a Whitefield. 
As they will not go from his 
heart, they will not reach and 
affect the heart of his hearers. 
Therefore, his preaching will not 
be likely to be blessed to the 
accomplishment of the end, for 
which the ministry of the gospel 
was instituted. How indispensa- 
bly necessary, then, is a holy 
heart, and consequent spiritual 
discernment, for the teacher of 
religion. Awtul is the condition 
of that professed minister of the 
gospel, who is without this prima- 
ry qualification for the ministerial 
office! Lamentable beyond ex- 
pression is the condition of that 
people, over whom he is placed 
as their spiritual guide! ‘If the 
blind lead the blind,’ what can be 
expected, but that both he, who 
leads, and they, who are led, will 
fall into the bottomless pit ? 
Finally: Permit me to bring 
home the question to the con- 
science and heart of the reader ;— 
Do you truly receive the things 
of the Spirit of God? If you have 
evidence, that you do truly re- 
ceive them; that there is, in fact, 
a sympathy at times between your 
feelings and those holy feelings, 
of which much of the inspired 
volume is descriptive, how un- 
speakably great are your obliga- 
tions of gratitude to the God of all 
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grace, that, in sovereign mercy, 
he was pleased to open your eyes, 
and turn you from darkness to 
light. But if, on the other hand, 
you are conscious, that you do not 
truly receive the things of the 
Spirit of God, be assured, that, 
for being thus the subject of spi- 
ritual blindness, you are criminal 
and inexcusable. So you are re- 
garded by your God and Judge. 
How dangerous is your situation ! 
The blindness of your heart, 
though voluntary and criminal, is, 
notwithstanding, so unyielding to 
natural means, that it wil! be 
effectually removed by nothing 
short of the almighty energy of 
the Spirit of God. And he is 
under no obligation to grant you 
the blessing. Under such circum- 
stances, how important for you 
penitently to say unto him ; ¢ God, 
be merciful tome a sinner.” ¢Open 
thou mine eyes, that | may behold 
wondrous things out of thy law.’ 


F. 


a 


For the Christian Magazine. 
ON THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOS- 
TOLICAL WRITINGS. 
An attempt has been made, of 
late, to depreciate the writings of 
the Apostles. ‘They are repre- 
sented as unworthy of a compari- 
son with the declarations of our 
Lord, in point of scriptural au- 
thority. ** The teaching of Jesus,” 
it is said, “must be regarded as 
the fountain of Christian truth. 
The instructions of others are but 
streams flowing from it, some 
nearer the source, and some more 
distant ; but all likely to be more or 
less affected by the character of the 
channel which conveys them, and 
the soil through which they pass. 
The Spirit preserved the apostles 
from injurious errors, in commu- 
nicating and recording truth; but 
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still, they are not to be put on a 
level with their infallible Master.’’** 


The best mode, perhaps, of 


vindicating the authority of the 
apostolical writings, is to show, 
not only that they taught with all 
authority from Clhirist, but that 
they were charged with inculca- 
ting truths, which could not so 
well have been exhibited, during 
his personal ministry. It was leit 
for them to complete the revela- 
tion which had been so long in 
progress; and fill up the canon 
of the book of God. Their Di- 
vine Master did not haunself reveal 
to them the truth so fully, as he in- 
tended it should afterwards be re- 
vealed to them, and through them 
to the world, by the teaching and 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
This is proved, 

1. By the declarations of Christ 
himself. In his last conversation 
with his disciples, previously to his 
being betrayed, he said, «* These 
things have | spoken unto you, 
being yet present with you. But 
the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever [ have 
said unto you.” And again; “I 
have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them 
now. Howbeit, when he, the 
Spirit of truth is come, he will 
guide you into all truth.” These 
declarations are explicit, and are 
sufficient, of themselves, to estab- 
lish the proposition under consi- 
deration. As this, however, is a 
point of very great importance, it 
may be proper to confirm it by 
other proofs. Let it then be ob- 
served, 

2. That the grand object for 
which Christ appeared in our flesh 

*See ‘¢ Discourses on the offices and 


character of Jesus Christ,” by Henry 
Ware, Jun. p. 14. 


and world was, not to wmpart reli- 
gious instruction, but to make an 
atonement for sin, by his sufferings 
and death upon the cross. It is 
admitted, indeed, that he execut- 
ed the office of a prophet, as well 
as of a priest, and of a king; and 
that in the execution of his pro- 
phetical office, he communicated 
much most interesting and valua- 
ble instruction. Still it is believ- 
ed that the grand, leading object, 
for which he appeared on earth, 
was not to teach, but to atone for 
the sins of men. The other ob- 
jects of his mission he might have 
accomplished, without appearing 
bodily on earth. He might have 
instructed mankind by inspired 
prophets and teachers, as he had 
done all along previously to his 
advent, and as he afterwards did 
by the ministry of his apostles. 
And he might have ruled his spi- 
ritual kingdom by an invisible 
agency, as he now rules it in his 
heavenly state. But in order to 
suffer and die on the cross, and 
thus make an atonement for sin; 
he must necessarily assume our 
flesh, and appear in our world, 
and become a man. There was 
no other possible way, in which 
this painful part of his Mediatorial 
work couid be accomplished. Ac- 
cordingly, he himself represented, 
that the grand object, for which 
he had come into the world, was 
to die. *'The Son of. Man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ran- 
som for many.” But if this was 
the grand object for which Christ 
came, then it needs not surprize 
us if he did not communicate all 
that truth to his disciples, during 
his personal ministry with them, 
which he intended subsequently 
to impart. He could instruct them 
just as well, and in some respects 
better, through the teaching of the 
Spirit, after his ascent to heaven. 
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3. In proof of the point before 
us, let it be considered farther, 
that the personai instructions of 
our Lord were not accompanied 
very much with the sealing, sanc- 
tifying influence of the Holy Ghost. 
In impartivg his instructions, our 
Saviour was no more than a dis- 
penser of means. He dispensed 
them, to be sure, in the most de- 
sirable way. Whatever he said 
was, in itself, most suitable to be 
said; and was said in the best 
time, and place, and manner. 
Still, his instructions were no 
more than means, and, like other 
means, had no inherent efficacy. 
They needed the accompanying 
influence of the Spirit, to render 
them effectual to the edification 
of saints, or to the conviction and 
conversion of sinners. But this 
necessary influence was, for wise 
purposes, restrained; so that it 
seemed, often, as though Christ 
communicated his instructions al- 
most in vain. Sinners were not 
in any considerable numbers con- 
verted, and his friends were not 
enlightened and profited, as we 
might reasonably expect. We 
are often astonished at the re- 
maining ignorance and prejudices 
of the disciples, notwithstanding 
all they had seen and heard, du- 
ring the ministry of their Divine 
Lord. The reason why they were 
not more enlightened is, that sp2- 
ritual influences were withheld ; 
and these being withheld, it was 
impossible for the Saviour to re- 
veal the truth so fully to them, 
as it was afterwards revealed 
through the ministry of the Spirit. 
They needed the Comforter from 
heaven, not only to “ guide them 
into all truth,” but to “ bring all 
things to their remembrance,” 
which their Lord had taught 
them. Again, 

4. That Christ did not reveal 
the truth so fully to his disciples, 
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as he intended it should after- 
wards be made known to them by 
the Spirit, is evident, I think, 
from facts. It is a fact, that they 
did understand many things, after 
the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
which they never understood be- 
fore; and some, which before 
were not very clearly revealed. 
One of these was, the spiritual 
nature of their Master’s kingdom. 
During the whole course of his 
ministry, they were expecting 
him to set up a temporal king- 
dom, and to advance them to seats 
of temporal honor and power. 
But when the Holy Spirit de- 
scended on the day of Pentecost, 
he soon discovered to them the 
truth, in regard to this important 
subject. He soon taught them, 
that they were not to expect any 
flattering temporal distinctions— 
that the kingdom of Christ was 
not of this world—and that it de- 
volved on them, in face of perse- 
cution and conflict, to diffuse his 
holy, spiritual kingdom, through- 
out the earth.—Tiil atter the de- 
scent of the Holy Spirit, the dis- 
ciples seem not to have compre- 
hended the necessity, or the object, 
of their Saviour’s death. When 
he spake to them on the subject 
of his approaching crucifixion, it 
is related, that they ‘ knew not 
what he said.”” On one occasion, 
when he introduced this subject, 
Peter took him aside, and began 
to rebuke him. And when they 
saw their Saviour actually dead 
upon the cross, their hopes, for 
the time, seemed to die with him. 
** We trusted,” said they, “that 
this was he who should deliver 
Israel ;” but he is dead—and we 
are left in sorrow and despair. 
But after the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, they were soon brought to 
a proper understanding of this 
most important subject. They 
soon learned, that “it behoved 
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Christ to suffer, and to rise again 
from the dead, that so repentance 
and remission of sins might be 
preached in his name, among all 
nations.”” They soon learned, that 
the same event, which they once 
regarded as fatal to their Master's 
cause, was itseif the corner-stone 
of his kingdom. The aposties 
were not made to understand, 


during the personal ministry of 


Christ, that the blessings of the 
gospel were to be extended to the 
Gentiles. ‘Their Master had said 
to them, on one occasion, »* Go 
not into the way of the Gentiles, 
and into any city of the Samari- 
tans enter ye not; but go rather 


to the lost sheep of the house of 


Israel.”’ And although he direct- 
ed them, at the last, to * pre: ach 
the gospel to every creature ; 
yet they were led, fora time, to 
confine their ministry to the Jews. 
But after the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, their views on this subject 
were enlarged and corrected ; 
the middle wall of partition was 
shown to be broken down; and 
the wondering disciples exclaim- 
ed with joy, “ Then hath God 
also to the Gentiles granted re- 
pentance unto life.” Another 
thing, which the disciples did not 
understand, and which indeed was 
not clearly revealed, till after the 
descent of the Holy Spirit, was 
the true wnport and meaning of 
the Jewish ritual. The Jews, in 
general, and the disciples of our 
Lord among the rest, regarded 
the bloody sacrifices of the ritual, 
as having some inherent efficacy. 
They trusted in them to make an 
atonement, and to secure the par- 
don of their sins. They supposed, 
doubtless, that these rites and sa- 
crifices would be permanent—that, 
as God had appointed them, they 
would continue, till the end of 
time. But when the Spirit had 
come, and his enlightening influ- 
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ence had begun to chase away the 
darkness of their minds, they 
were led to see, and to teach, 
that the rites of the Jewish reli- 
gion were but a shadow of good 
things to come—that they all 
looked forward to the sacrifice of 
Christ—and that by his death, he 
had taken them out of the way, 
nailing them to his cross. ‘Thro’ 
the teaching and inspiration of 
the Divine Spirit, the apostles 
were enabled to furnish a key, 
by which the riches of the Jew- 
ish ritual are unlocked, and by 
which Gentile believers, in all 
ages, have been instructed and 
benefited. From the instances 
here given, we see it to be mat- 
ter of fact, that our Lord did not 
disclose the truth so fully to his 
disciples, or impress it so deeply 
upon them, as he intended it 
should afterwards be done, by 
the ministry of the Spirit. He 
taught them such things as they 
were then capable of receiving— 
such as the circumstances of time 
and place required, in the best 
and plainest manner; but he left 
it for the Spirit to shed around 
them a clearer light, and to per- 
fect the work in which he had 
been engaged. “I have many 
things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now. Howbeit, 
when he, the Spirit of truth is 
come, he shall guide you into all 
truth. ‘The Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach yow all things, and 
bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever | have said 
unto you.” 

It will be seen that the propo- 
sition, which has been discussed 
and established, places the inspi- 
ration of the apostles, and the au- 
Rorsty of their epistles and other 

writings, on high ground. No part 
of the inspired volume, not even 
the declarations of our Lord him- 
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self, can be regarded as having 
superior claims. Christ did not 
pretend to teach the gospel fully, 
during his personal ministry on 
earth. He left many truths to be 
opened to his disciples, by the ia- 
fluence of the promised Spirit. 
The writings of the apostles 
should be considered, therefore, 
as the very witness of the Spirit. 
They should be considered as the 
filling up of the record from on 
high—as the last finishing stroke 
of heaven, to the revelation which 
has been given toman. No part 
of the Bible possesses higher au- 
thority. No part is more worthy 
to be believed, studied, and re- 
duced to practice. No part is 
more “profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness.” 

The difficulty with those, who 
are endeavoring to depreciate the 
apostolical writings, is, not a want 
of evidence in support of the 
scriptural authority of these writ- 
ings, but a want of complacence in 
the sentiments which they incul- 
cate. Persons dislike the reli- 
gious sentiments of the apostles, 
especially those of Paul; and in 
order to discredit these obnoxious 
sentiments, the writings of Paul 
must be undervalued and discre- 
dited. But let such persons be- 
ware how they induige them- 
selves in this way. They canal- 
ter nothing. ‘The unbelief of 
men cannot render the truth of 
God of no effect. They may un- 
dervalue, and mutilate, and reject 
as many passages and portions of 
the inspired volume as they 
please ; but when they have done 
their utmost, the obnoxious por- 
tions will all remain. They will 
remain just as they were before. 
Whenever they look into their 
Bibles, these will stare them in 
the face; while conscience will 
whisper the fearful denunciation, 
VOL. IIt. 
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on Prayer. 


‘“‘ If any man shall take away from 
the words of this book, God shall 
take away his part out of the 
book of life.” os 


— oe 


For the Christian Magazine. 
THOUGHTS ON PRAYER. 


It is the opinion of many eminent 
divines, that prayer consists in of- 
fering up proper desires to God 
for things agreeable to his will. 
If we admit this to be a true defi- 
nition of prayer, we must admit 
that mere desires or immanent af- 
fections, which are not verbally 
offered up to God, are no prayer. 
Men may think about temporal 
or spiritual objects, and exercise 
desires, and hopes, and fears 
about them, without clothing 
their thoughts, or hopes, or fears, 
or desires, in language ; and in 
all such cases, they may be said 
to study, to muse, or to meditate ; 
but they cannot be said to pray, 
which is verbally offering up pro- 
per desires to God for things 
agreeable to his will. But some 
suppose that men may pray as 
really and sincerely without, as 
with words. This is the opinion 
of may sober Deists. They ac- 
knowledge the existence of God, 
and their dependence upon him 
for lite, and breath, and all things, 
and their obligation to be thank- 
ful and submissive. But they deny 
the duty and propriety of verbal 
prayer, and justify themselves in 
the total neglect of offering their 
desires to God in words. This 
was the opinion of Dr. Franklin, 
after as well as before he renoun- 
ced Deism and professed to em- 
brace Christianity. He acknowl- 
edges he was a Deist in the early 
part of his life, but afterwards he 
acknowledged the truth of the 
christian religion. Still he denies 
the propriety of verbal prayer, 
23 
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and expressly calls it a mere flat- 
tery and mockery of the Deity. 
And there is reason to fear, that 
many who profess to believe the 
truth and divinity of the Bible, 
entertain a similar opinion in re- 
spect to prayer, and fondly ima- 
gine that they can pray internally 
and sincerely, while they cast off 
fear and restrain verbal prayer 
before God. It ought to be un- 
derstood, that meditation and 
prayer are different duties, and 
that the former cannot be a sub- 
stitute for the latter. How many 
are more willing to meditate, than 
to pray ? and how many do often 
meditate, that never pray? But 
some, who wish to be excused 
from verbal prayer, may still ask, 
‘Cannot men make what are cal- 
led ejaculatory prayers, without 
using words” It is evident they 
cannot. There is as essential a dii- 
ference between meditation and 
ejaculatory prayer, as between 
meditation and audible prayer. 
This may be illustrated by a sin- 
gle instance. When Nehemiah 
was admitted into the presence of 
the king of Babylon, to make his 
request to go to Jerusalem, he 
says, * Then the king said unto 
me, For what dost thou make re- 
quest? So I prayed to the God of 
heaven. And I said unto the king, 
If it please the king, and if thy 
servant have found favour in thy 
sight that thou wouldest send me 
unto Judah, unto the city of my 
father’s sepulchres, that I may 
build it.” The prayer which Ne- 
hemiah made on this important 
occasion, he made in the presence 
of the king, and therefore it was 
an ejaculatory prayer, verbally, 
though not audibly, offered up to 
God. He not only had such 
thoughts and desires in heart, but 
expressed them to God. Had he 
not expressed his thoughts and 
desires in words, they would not 
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have been any prayer at all. 
Men cannot pray by mere medita- 
tion. Prayer is calling upon God, 


and not merely thinking of him. 
No men are afraid to think, and 
even to think of God; but many 
are afraid to clothe their thoughts 
in language, and in that way offer 
them up to God. 


DanieEL. 
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For the Christian Magazine. 
POLYGAMY. 


Mitton, in his lately discovered 
* Treatise on the Christian Doc- 
trine,” advocates, among other 
wild and erroneous opinions, the 
lawfulness of Polygamy. In an 
elaborate Review of this Treatise, 
in a late number of the “ Chris- 
tian Examiner,” attributed to 
Rey. Dr. Channing, of Boston, we 
have the following remarkable 
expressions relative to the sub- 
ject. ‘No part of his ang 
book has given such offence, as 
his doctrine of the lawfulness of 
Polygamy ;. and yet no where is 
he less liable to reproach. It is 
plain that his error was founded on 
his reverence for Scripture. He 
saw that polygamy was allowed 
to the best men in the Old Tes- 
tament ; to patriarchs before the 
law, who, he says, were the ob- 
jects of God’s special favor ; and 
to eminent individuals in subse- 
quent ages ; and finding no proht- 
bition of it in the New Testament, 
he believed, that not only holy 
men would be traduced, but scrip- 
ture dishonored, by pronouncing 
it morally evil. We are aware 
that some will say, that the prac- 
tice is condemned in the New 
Testament ; and we grant it is 
censured, by implication, in these 
words of Christ, ‘ Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, except it 
be for fornication, and shall marry 
another, committeth adultery.’ 











But we believe it to be an indis- 
putable fact, that although chris- 
tianity was first preached in Asia, 
which had been from the earliest 
ages the seat of polygamy, the 
apostles never denounced it as a 
crime, and never required their 
converts to put away all wives but 
one.” 

With how much reason this re- 
viewer attributes the error of 
Milton to “ his reverence for scrip- 
ture,’ and asserts that there is no 
prohibition or censure of polyg- 
amy in the New Testament, will 
appear from the following decla- 
rations of Christ and his apostles. 
Eph. v. 31, “A man shall leave 
his father and mother, and shall 
be joined unto his wife (not wives 
and they two (not half a dozen 
shall be one flesh.” Mark, x. 11, 
12, “ Whosoever shall put away 
his wife 0g wives) and shall 
marry another, committeth adulte- 
ry against her; and if a woman 
shall put away her husband, and 
be married to another, she com- 
mitteth adultery.”” Rom. vii. 2, 
3, *“ The woman, which hath an 
husband, is bound by the law to 
her husband, so long as he liveth ; 
but if the husband be dead, she is 
loosed from the law of her hus- 
band. So then, if, while her hus- 
band liveth, she be married to ano- 
ther man, she shall be called an 
adultress ;”’ and, by parity of rea- 
soning, if, while the wife liveth, 
the husband shall be married to 
another woman, he shall be called 
an adulterer. 1 Tim. iii. 2, 12, 
«¢ A bishop,” who is required to 
be an example unto his flock, 
«¢ must be blameless, the husband 
of one wife. Let the deacons be 
the husband of one wife.” 1 Cor. 
vii. 2, “ Let every man have his 
own wife (not wives) and let every 
woman have her own husband.” 

These declarations of our Lord, 
and of his inspired apostles, need 
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no comment. If they do not set. 
tle the question of polygamy, no 
language which they could have 
used would be sufficient to settle 
it. 

It ought in justice to be added, 
relative to the reviewer spoken 
of in this article, that he is not 
himself the advocate of polyga- 
my ; but it is too evident, from 
what he has written, that he is 
either deplorably ignorant of the 
New Testament, or deplorably 
deficient in respect for its holy 
precepts. W. 


——. 


For the Christian Magazine. 
‘THE EXCLUSIVE SYSTEM.’ 


OrtuHopox Ministers and Christians 
are censured by Unitarians, for 
practising upon what they call 
‘the exclusive system.” But let 
us look at this subject a little. 
Who, I ask, are those, whom U- 
nitarians are accustomed exclu- 
sively toapplaud? Those of their 
own sentiments. Whose sermons 
and works do they review and 
extol, as worthy of all commen- 
dation and praise? Exclusively 
those of Unttarians. To whom 
do they accredit nearly all the 
talents, and learning, and charity, 
and piety, in the country? T'o 
Unitarians. And whom do they 
appoint to every office of trust 
and profit, within their reach or 
gift? Unitarians. Who, then, I 
ask but once more—who are 
chargeable with practising upon 
‘the exclusive system ?”’ Unira- 
RIANS. 
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For the Christian Magazine. 


A COMMENT. 
Messrs. Editors.—In the course 
of my reading I have somewhere 
met with the following comment, 
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which I send you for publication, 
if you shail think it proper to 
insert it in your work. 

Heb. xi. 35. “Others were tor- 
tured, not accepting deliverance ; 
that they might obtain a better 
resurrection.” 


‘¢ When the whole verse is lit- 
erally translated trom the Greek, 
the English reader will imme- 
diately discover 7,” (the mean- 
ing of a better resurrection.) 
* The whole verse, then, is this : 
women, the widow of Sarepta 
and the Shunamite, received their 
dead by a resurrection: and oth- 
ers were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance ; that they might ob- 
tain a better resurrection ; i. €. a 
resurrection better than that be- 
fore mentioned. For the chil- 
dren whom the aforesaid women 
received by a resurrection, were 
by the prophet restored to live a 
dying life in this world. But the 


martyrs here spoken of, looked 
for a resurrection to an eternal 
life in another state, which is bet- 
ter than a resurrection to live in 
‘this world.” 


FILIAL DUTIES. 


As the duty of obedience flows 
from the necessary power of the 
parent, in relation to the igno- 
rance and weakness of those who 
are new to life, and therefore 
need his guidance, the filial duties 
of another class flow from the 
benefits conferred by the parent— 
benefits greater than can be con- 
ferred by another; since to them 
is due the very capacity of profit- 


ing by the benefits of others. Of 


how many cares must every hu- 
man being have been the subject, 
before he could acquire even the 
thoughtless vigor of boyhood ; and 
how many cares additional were 
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necessary, then to render that 
thoughtless vigor something more 
than the mere power of doing in- 
jury to itself! They whose con- 
stant attendance was thus neces- 
sary to preserve our very being— 
to whom we owe the instruction 
we have received, and in a great 
measure, too, our very virtue, may 
have sometimes, perhaps, exer- 
cised a rigour that was unneces- 
sary; or abstained from affording 
us comforts which we might have 
enjoyed without any less of vir- 
tue. But still the amount of ad- 
vantage is not to be forgotten on 
account of some slight evil. We 
owe them much, though we might 
have owed them more ; and owing 
them much, we cannot morally 
abstain from paying them the du- 
ties of those who owe much. 
They should have no wants, 
while we have even the hum- 
blest superfluity ;—or rather, 
while want is opposed to want, 
ours is not that of which we 
should be the first to think. In 
their bodily infirmities we are the 
attendants who should be most 
assiduous round their couch or 
their chair; and even those men- 
tal infirmities of age which are 
more disgusting—the eccasional 
peevishness which reproaches for 
failures of duty which were not 
intended—the caprice that exacts 
one day what it would not permit 
the day before, and, what it is 
again to refuse on the succeeding 
day ;—we are to bear, not as if 
it were an effort to bear them 
and a sacrifice to duty ; but with 
that tenderness of affection which 
bears much, because it loves 
much; and does not feel the 
sacrifices which it occasionally 
makes, because it feels only the 
love which delights in making 
them. Lovely as virtue is in all 
its forms, there is no form in which 
it is more lovely than in this ten- 
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der ministry of offices of kindness 
—when the kindness, perhaps, is 
scarcely felt or considered less as 
kindness than as the duty which 
might have been fairly command- 
ed, and which there is no merit, 
theretore, in having paid. Though 
we have often the gratification of 
seeing in the progress of life, 
many beautiful examples of age 
that is not more venerable for its 
past virtues than amiable with a 
lasting and still increasing gentle- 
ness, which softens the veneration, 
indeed, but augments it even while 
it softens it,—it is not always that 
the last years of life present to us 
this delightful aspect; and when 
the temper is, in these last 


years unfortunately clouded,— 
when there is no smile of kindness 
in the faded eye, that grows bright 
again for moments only when 
there is fretfulness in the heart,— 
when the voice that is feeble, 
only in the utterance of grateful 


regard, is sometimes loud with 
tones of a very different expres- 
sion—the kindness which, in its 
unremitting attention, never shows 
by a word or look, the sadness 
that is felt on these undeserved 
reproaches, and that regards them 
only as proofs of a weakness that 
requires still more to be comfort- 
ed,—is a kindness which virtue 
alone can inspire and animate, but 
which in the bosom that is capa- 
ble of it, virtue must already have 
well rewarded. How delightful 
is the spectacle, when, amid all 
the temptations of youth and 
beauty, we witness some gentle 
heart that gives to the couch of 
the feeble, and, perhaps, of the 
thankless and repining, those 
hours which others find too short 
for the successive gaities with 
which an evening can be filled ; 
and that prefers to the smile of 
universal admiration, the single 
smile of enjoyment, which after 
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many vain efforts, has at last been 
kindled on one solitary cheek! 
If filial love be thus ready to bear 
with bodily and moral infirmities, 
it is not less ready to bear with 
intellectual weakness. There is 
often, especially in the middle 
classes of life, as great a differ- 
ence of mental culture in the pa- 
rent and the child, as if they had 
lived at the distance of many 
centuries. The wealth that has 
been acquired by patient industry, 
or some fortunate adventure, may 
be employed in diffusing all the 
refinement of science and litera- 
ture to the children of those to 
whom the very words, science 
and literature, are words of which 
they would scarcely be able, even 
with the help of a dictionary to 
understand the meaning. In a 
rank of life still lower, there are 
not wanting many meritoricus in- 
dividuals, who, uninstructed them- 
selves, labour indefatigably to ob- 
tain the means of liberal instruc. 
tion for one, whose wisdom, in 
after years, when he is to aston- 
ish the village, may gratify at 
once their ambition and love. It 
would indeed be painiul to think, 
that any one whose superiority of 
knowledge has cost his parents so 
much fatigue, and so many priva- 
tions of comforts, which, but for 
the expense of the means of his 
acquired superiority, they might 
have enjoyed, should turn against 
them, in his own mind, the ac- 
quirements which were to them 
of so costly purchase,—despising 
them for the very ignorance 
which gave greater merit to their 
sacrifice, and proud of a wisdom 
far less noble, when it can thus 
feel contempt, than the humble 
ignorance which it despises. 

He who in the fulfilment of 
every filial duty has obeyed as a 
son should obey, and loved as a 
son should love, may not, indeed 
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with all his obedience and affec- 
tion, have been able to return an 
amount of benefit equal to that 
which he has received; but in 
being thus virtuous, he has at 
least made the return that is most 
grateful to a virtuous parent’s 
heart. He has not been unsuc- 
cessful in that contest of mutual 
love in which it is happy to con- 
quer and happy to be overcome. 

Brenn’s Lectures. 
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From the Utica Christian Repository. 


THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- 
TEENTH CENTURY.——BY BUNYANUS. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


**** Then I saw in my 
dream, that the Pilgrims, Thought- 
ful and Ardent, ascénded the hill 
Difficulty ; and after refreshing 
themselves a few moments at the 
arbor, where the -Pilgrim Chris- 
tian had formerly rested, they 
proceeded towards the top of the 
hill, intended to lodge that night 
at the house Beautiful, that they 
might enjoy the conversation of 
the venerable matrons, Piety, Pru- 
dence, and Charity, who dwell 
there. 

But the hill was so steep, and 
the path so difficult, that they 
were now greatly fatigued, and 
longing for a place of rest, when 
they espied before them a 
large mansion, at a little distance 
from the way on the left hand, 
built with great magnificence, on 
which they perceived, as they 
drew nearer, inscribed in large 
letters, The House Beautiful, for 
the entertainment of Pilgrims. So 
they approached, and a man came 
out to meet them, with the name 
Watchful inscribed on his fore- 
head, and invited them to enter. 
Upon which Thoughtful asked, 

Is this the same house Beauti- 
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ful, at which the Pilgrim Chris- 
tian was entertained? 

No, said the man. That house 
had become antiquated, and very 
much gone to decay; and my 
mistresses have caused this new 
one to be built, as you see, in the 
modern style. 

We saw no lions by the way 
side, said Thoughtful. 

No; said the man. My mis- 
tresses discovered that they fright- 
ened many Pilgrims of very hope- 
ful dispositions, and deterred 
them from coming to our house; 
and being desirous to entertain as 
many as possible, they caused the 
lions to be removed. 

But I understood, said Thought- 
ful, “that they were placed 
there for the trial of faith where 
it is, and for the discovery of those 
that have none ;” and that they 
never hurt any who kept in the 
middle of the path. 

At this the porter smiled, and 
said, | perceive that you are not 
yet acquainted with the numerous 
improvements of modern times. 
But, come in. My mistresses are 
anxious to receive all that are 
willing to come. 

Then said Ardent to his com- 
panion, let us accept the invita- 
tion which is so kindly offered 
us. 1 see no reason why we 
should hesitate. If this is not 
the same house at which Chris- 
tian lodged, I doubt not we shall 
find entertainment equally good. 

So saying, he took his compan- 
ion by the arm, and they entered 
the porch. 

But here Thoughtful made a 
pause, and began to tell of what 
parentage they came, and how 
they had entered the way at the 
wicket gate, and had been at the 
Interpreter’s house, and under- 
stood and approved the statutes 
of the Lord of the way; and 
such things as he knew Pilgrims 














had been formerly inquired of, 
when they were received at the 
house Beautiful, upon which the 
porter said, 

Such inquiries are no longer 
deemed of any importance. It 
is sufficient in order to be receiv- 
ed here, that you are desirous of 
going to the celestial city. It is 
immaterial to us, whether you 
came through the wicket gate, 
or climbed up some other way. 
We deem it of no consequence 
whether you understand or ap- 
prove of the laws and rules 
which were formerly so highly 
valued. The instructions of the 
Interpreter are of little use, in 
this enlightened age. If you call 
yourselves Pilgrims, and profess 
to love the Lord of the way, we 
take it for granted that you are 
sincere, without inquiring what 
views you entertain respecting 
him. “The affections of the 
heart are all that my mistresses 
regard.” If these are sufficient- 
ly ardent they never inquire of 
what nature they are, or from 
what principles they proceed. 
Such inquiries would only serve 
to perplex and embarrass our 
guests, and rather do harm than 
good. 

And now I perceived that the 
mistresses of the mansion them- 
selves, who were always watch- 
ing for the approach of Pilgrims, 
came forward to receive their 
guests, and having shaken them 
cordially by the hand, welcomed 
them to their abode. And they 
also, like the Porter, had each 
her name, Piety, Prudence, and 
Charity, inscribed in capital let- 
letters upon her forehead. 

They were all clothed in long 
robes,* but that of each had 
something peculiar. She that 
was called Piety had her gar- 


* Luke, xx. 46. 
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ment bordered with a wide fringe 
curiously wrought, and covered 
in many places with broad pieces 
of parchment on which were 
written various texts of scrip- 
ture.* She that was called Pru- 
dence, wore a robe which was 
perpetually changing its colour 
to that of the objects nearest to 
it; and she that was called Cha- 
rity, changed hers, as soon as the 
Pilgrims came in, to one of the 
same colour which they wore. 

Thoughtful had some suspi- 
cions, from the discourse of the 
porter, that this was not the right 
house; and he wondered that the 
inhabitants should think it neces- 
sary to wear their names on their 
foreheads, in order to let their 
guests know who they were. But 
Ardent was so pleased with the 
idea of those great improvements 
of modern times, of which the 
porter had dropt a hint, and so 
desirous of knowing more about 
them, that he took but little no- 
tice of other things, and entered 
very cheerfully. 

So the ladies conducted the 
Pilgrims into the house, with 
many expressions of great affec- 
tion for them, and great joy at 
seeing them ; and after they were 
seated in a spacious room, she 
that was called Piety, having ta- 
ken the uppermost seat,[ began 
as follows : 

Lady.—We are greatly rejoic- 
ed to see you, and receive you to 
our dwelling. We have built this 
stately mansion at our own ex- 
pense, that all men may see how 
much we love the Lord of the 
way, and all who set out on pil- 
grimage.) And next to that plea- 
sure which we continually derive 
from communion with the Lord 
of the way, and the assurance of 


*Mat xxiii. 5. Mat. xxiii. 6. 
¢ Mat. xxiii. 5. 
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his love to us, is the delight we 
experience in the society of Pil- 
grims, and in pious conversation 
with them. 

Ardent.—We are indeed highly 
favored in being received into 
such good company ; and we shall 
doubtless enjoy a sweet season 
together. 

Lady.—lf your hearts flow out 
in love towards us, as ours do 
towards you, no doubt the meet- 
ing will be delightful. Only let 
us avoid all metaphysical and un- 
profitable subjects, and converse 
upon those which will increase 
our good feelings; and let all 
our remarks be addressed to the 
heart, and not to the head. We 
are extremely anxious to culti- 
vate our pious feelings. We care- 
fully avoid all addresses to the 
understanding, as likely to cool 
the ardor of our devotion. We 
do not wish to think—we wish 
to feel. But why have you not 
brought all your friends and ac- 
quaintances with you? We great- 
ly desire to see the whole world 
going on pilgrimage. 

Thoughtful—And so do we. 
But we know that the carnal 
mind is enmity against the Lord 
of the way ; and though we tried 
to persuade our friends to come 
with us, they would not hear. 

Lady.—Rather say, they have 
not sufficient regard to their own 
happiness, and they misunder- 
stand the character of the Lord 
of the way. For we do not think 
so ill of any as to suppose they 
would hate him if they knew that 
he is all love. Oh, he is good; 
for he has done me good all the 
days of my life, and given me 
assurance of his favor forever. 
Who would not love him, if they 
knew how desirous he is to make 
them happy? I think the reason 
more do not come, is because 
those who are sent to invite them 
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do not take the right method. 
They do not represent the cha- 
racter of the King in a light sufh- 
ciently amiable to win men to 
love him. Instead of saying so 
much about the wrath of the 
King against his rebellious sub- 
jects, as some of his ambassadors 
do, they ought to dwell on his 
great mercy and kindness. In- 
stead of representing him as a 
sovereign in the bestowment of 
his favors, they ought to repre- 
sent him as treating all alike, do- 
ing no more for one than he does 
for another. And instead of cal- 
ling upon them to submit them- 
selves to the sovereign disposal 
of their King, they ought to tell 
them he only requires them to be 
willing to be made happy. If 
they would take this method, I 
have no doubt many more would 
be persuaded to make their fu- 
ture, instead of their present in- 
terest, their great object, and 
immediately to set out on pilgrim- 
age. And many of the King’s 
ambassadors are adopting this 
method of late, with great suc- 
cess. 

Thoughtful was about to reply, 
when she that was called Pru- 
dence interrupted him, saying, 

I have no patience with those 
servants of the Prince, of whom 
my sister has been speaking. 
Their business is to persuade 
men to go on pilgrimage: and 
they proceed as if their object 
was to preventit. Menmight be 
easily persuaded if it was not for 
the great imprudence of those 
who are sent forth for that pur- 
pose. It is a good maxim that 
men cannot be driven to the ce- 
lestial city, but they can be al- 
lured. ‘hese imprudent men 
take the direct way to disgust 
their hearers, and stop their ears. 
If men are to be persuaded, they 
must first be pleased. But what 
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can be more displeasing to rebels 
against their King, than to repre- 
sent the King as altogether in the 
right, and them as altogether in 
the wrong’? What can be more 
provoking, than to tell them that 
they are altogether rebellious, 
and have no regard at all for 
their lawful Prince, even in their 
cries for mercy, when under fear- 
ful apprehensions of his wrath? 
What can be better adapted to 
fill them with indignation, than to 
tell them that they are condemned 
already, and the wrath of the King 
abideth on them; and that it de- 
pends upon his sovereign pleasure, 
whether any of them shall be par- 
doned or not? And what can be 
a greater outrage upon their feel- 
ings, than to tell them that he has 
already determined to show favor 
to some, not according to their 
works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace ; and that he 
has also determined to treat oth- 
ers according to their deserts, and 
make them the monuments of his 
just vengeance forever? For my 
part, 1 wonder that any will be 
guilty of such gross imprudence ; 
and I am astonished that men who 
advocate such gloomy, discour- 
aging, and perplexing doctrines, 
are not forsaken and despised by 
all. 

Thoughtful_—But, is it not the 
duty of the King’s ambassadors to 
deliver their message faithfully, 
and declare the whole counsel of 
their Prince ? 

Lady.—In my opinion he is the 
most faithful ambassador of the 
King, who persuades the greatest 
number to set out on pilgrimage. 
I think he is to be most commend- 
ed, who induces the most to listen 
to his message. I judge of the 
character of every ambassador by 
his success. 

Thoughtful——But this rule will 
condemn the Prince [Immanuel 

VOL. Ul. 24 


185 


himself, who, when he in person 
visited his rebellious subjects, had 
very little success in persuading 
them to return to their allegiance ; 
and it will also condemn the con- 
duct of those of his ambassadors 
who received their instructions 
from his own lips, and were eye 
witnesses of his conduct. 

Lady.—No matter for that; 
times are altered—and great im- 
provements have been made since 
those days. And besides, the most 
successful ambassador the Prince 
ever employed, has expressly told 
us that he became all things to all 
men in order to win them. 

Thoughtful.—And yet this same 
ambassador used to teach all those 
things which you condemn as so 
imprudent and hurtful. 

Lady.—He did,-indeed, some- 
times; but it usually exposed him 
to reproach and persecution. | 
think there is no need that the 
ambassadors of the King should 
expose themselves to the con- 
tempt and hatred of men, by fol- 
lowing his example in these things. 
They ought to be more prudent 
than to dwell on these doubtful 
and disputable points, and disa- 
greeable subjects. They ought 
to take pains to conciliate their 
hearers and gain their attention. 
They must make _ themselves 
popular if they wish to be useful ; 
and to do this, they must accom- 
modate themselves to the taste 
and opinions of their hearers, and 
not do violence to their preju- 
dices. And I rejoice that many 
of them are adopting my senti- 
ments, and practising according 
to my precepts. 

Ardent had all along listened 
to the conversation with an earn- 
est desire to be more particularly 
informed of the great improve- 
ments which have been made 
since the days of the Prince Im- 
manuel and those immediately 
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instructed by him, and gladly em- 
braced the opportunity which the 
renewed mention of them afford- 
ed of asking some further explana- 
tion. Then she that was called 
Charity undertook to answer him. 

Lady.—lt is with great pleas- 
ure that I hear you making such 
inquiries ; for | consider it as evi- 
dence that you have a mind truly 
liberal. Some Pilgrims are so 
bigotted, that they will hear no- 
thing about improvements being 
made in the statute book of the 
King. They are for retaining 
every thing just as it was written 
by the King’s scribes. But I re- 
joice that the number of such 
narrow-souled bigots is small, and 
that liberality of sentiment is daily 
increasing. 

Thoughtful.—I am surprised to 
hear Charity speak thus. I had 
been taught to believe that Chari- 
ty rejoiced not in iniquity, but re- 
joiced in the truth; and that the 
King’s statute book was the only 
infallible rule of truth and duty. 
But if | understand what you say, 
vou rejoice that so many are dis- 
posed to disregard the authority 
of that book, and follow their 
own inclinations. 

Lady.—-| see that you are still 
under the influence of old preju- 
dices; and | would very gladly 


remove them. A great part of 


that book is very dark and diffi- 
cult to be understood, and needs 
a great deal of explanation ; and 
men may innocently understand 
it in very different ways. It is 
my chief business to reconcile 
those of different opinions, and to 
show that one is as likely to be 
right as another. It is my opin- 
ion that the King has never re- 
quired men to think alike on re- 
ligious subjects, and that the va- 
rious opinions entertained by 
those who go on pilgrimage are 
all equally agreeable to him, as 


The Pilgrim’s Progress in the Nineteenth Century. 


they are all equally agreeable to 
me; unless, indeed, | except the 
opinions of those slaves of bigotry 
I mentioned, for these I abhor. 

Thoughtful.—I had supposed it 
was the nature of charity to wish 
well to all men, and seek to pro- 
mote their best good by bringing 
them to love and obey the sta- 
tutes of the King; and that a 
right knowledge of these was ne- 
cessary in order to love and obey 
them. 

Lady.—Here, again, you dis- 
cover the force of old prejudices. 
That, indeed, was the opinion 
formerly held; but it is entirely 
a mistake. It is the nature of cha- 
rity to think favorably of all men, 
and indulge them all in follow- 
ing their own opinions, provided 
they will indulge us in following 
ours. I condemn nothing but bi- 
gotry ; and that is rapidly declin- 
ing, through the influence which 
I have already gained and am 
continually gaining. And I hope 
soon to see it forever destroyed, 
and all men united in one vast 
brotherhood, upon the basis of 
universal toleration. Then shall 
we see those happy days so long 
predicted and so ardently de- 
sired. 

Thoughtful.—I had been led to 
expect those days would be in- 
troduced ina different manner ; 
and that it would be, by the am- 
bassadors’ seeing eye to eye, and 
lifting up their voice together— 
by the universal belief and love 
of what is contained in the statute 
book of the King. 

Lady.—No ; it is only through 
my influence that those days can 
ever come. And those who are 
endeavoring to bring all men to 
think alike, are using the direct 
means of retarding their approach. 
But the influende of such men is 
declining. The greatest part of 
Pilgrims have submitted to my di- 











rections, and but few are left who 
are so abominably selfish as to 
wish all to think as they do. 
Many of the King’s ambassadors 
are concurring in my liberal opin- 
ions, and giving currency to my fa- 
vorite maxims. It is also through 
my influence, that many of the old 
customs which were observed in 
receiving Pilgrims at the house 
Beautiful, have been abolished. It 
was ever thought necessary to 
make a particular and exact inquiry 
of Pilgrims, to know whether they 
had entered the way at the wicket 
gate; but it is entirely a matter 
of indifference to us, whether 
they came in by that gate or en- 
tered by some other. We seldom 
make any inquiries of that kind, 
unless in compliance with the pre- 
judices of some who happen to 
be with us; and then, we take 
care that those inquiries shall not 
be so particular as to embarrass 
any applicant for admission. It was 
once thought necessary to examine 
Pilgrims, to know whether they 
had been at the house of the In- 
terpreter, and had there obtain- 
ed an accurate knowledge of the 
King’s statutes, and did indeed 
cordially approve of them all; but 
this custom was in direct opposi- 
tion to my most favorite maxim, 
which is, that it is no matter what 
pilgrims believe. And we, on the 
whole, rather prefer such as have 
not been at the house of the In- 
terpreter to be prejudiced by his 
instructions which are so contrary 
to ours. It was once thought ne- 
cessary to take particular care to 
ascertain the sincerity of Pilgrims, 
and to know whether they under- 
stood the character of the Lord of 
the way, and did cordially ap- 
prove of it, and prefer the honor 
of his name to every thing else ; 
but we greatly dislike all such 
scrutiny. It is enough for us that 
they profess to be ardently desir- 
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ous of reaching the celestial city : 
and we never embarrass our 
guests by inquiring why they wish 
togothere. And if they say they 
love the Lord of the way, we 
never ask why they love him, or 
what views they have of his char- 
acter. 

By this time, I perceived that 
supper was ready, and the ladies 
said to the Pilgrims, “« Come with 
us and partake of the feast of 
love.” So they seated them at 
the table, which was covered with 
viands that seemed to promise a 
rich entertainment to the Pilgrims. 
But though the ladies helped them 
liberally from the various dishes, 
and bestowed high encomiums 
upon each kind of food, | perceiv- 
ed the Pilgrims partook sparingly, 
and found very little that was a- 
greeable ornourishing. After sup- 
per some one of the company pro- 
posed to sing a hymn, and she that 
was called Charity selected the 
following as with her a favorite 
and most excellent hymn. 


Father of all! in every age, 
In every clime ador’d, 

By Saint, by Savage, and by Sage, 
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord. 

Thou great first cause, least understood 
Who all my sense confined 


To know but this, that thou art good, 
And that myself am blind. 


What prudence dictates to be done, 
Or warns me not to do; 

This, teach me more than hell to shup, 
That, more than heaven pursue, 


What blessings thy free bounty gives, 
Let me not cast away ; 

For God is paid, when man receives,— 
T’ enjoy, is to obey. 


This hymn was sung by the three 
sisters with much animation; but 
I perceived that the Pilgrims did 
not join in it, not knowing the 
tune, and as I conjectured not en- 
tirely pleased with the sentiments. 

The Pilgrims were then con- 
ducted to a chamber, over the 
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door of which was inscribed *“ The 
Chamber of Peace.” 

So when they were alone, 
Thoughtful asked his companion 
what he thought now, of the place 
where they were. 

Ardent.—l am entirely disap- 
pointed, and grieved. These 
cannot be the same persons who 
entertained the Pilgrim Christian. 
Oh, my brother, forgive me for 
urging you to come in. 

Fhoughtful.—I too am to blame ; 
for I consented to enter while | 
was not satisfied that this was the 
right house. And I am now con- 
vinced that these are the three 
sisters against whose arts we were 
cautioned at the house of the 
Interpreter. Their true names 
are Hypocrisy, Carnal-Policy, and 
Heresy. But let us seek counsel 
where it is to be found. 

So saying, he plucked his book 
out of his bosom, and read there- 
in, as follows :—* Beware of false 
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prophets, which come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves.—T ake 
heed that ye be not deceived.— 
Woe to the women that sew pil- 
lows to all arm holes, and make 
kerchiefs upon the head of every 
stature to hunt souls !—Beloved, 
believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits, whether they are of 
God, because many false proph- 
ets have gone out into the world 
—Ye, therefore, beloved, seeing 
ye know these things before, be- 
ware, lest ye also being led away 
with the error of the wicked, fall 
from your own steadfastness— 
Wherefore, come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the un- 
clean thing; and J will receive 
you, and will be a father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almigh- 
ty.” * * * * 


Bunyanvus. 
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From the Missionary Herald. 

DEATH OF MR. FROST, AT BOMBAY. 
Tue following letter from Messrs. 
Hall and Graves, by an oversight 
was not dated; but we suppose 
the mournful event which it de- 
scribes, happened in the month 
of October, a few days before the 
time that Mr. Fisk, in a distant 
part of the same great missionary 
field, finished his earthly career. 
The letter is addressed to the 
Corresponding Secretary. 

Dear Sir :—The hopes expres- 
sed in our last letter concerning 
our now departed brother Frost, 
were but of very short continu- 
ance. After recovering so much, 
as to meet with us for business, 
and to resume a little his study of 
the language, and his labours in 
the mission, he was seized with 


more fatal symptoms. A cough, 
which commenced with his first 
illness, after some exposure in 
attending a funeral, never entire- 
ly left him; but it was so slight, as 
to occasion little concern, until he 
was seized with bleeding at the 
lungs. This returned after seve- 
ral intervals ; and though the 
means used to prevent the recur- 
rence of bleeding were at length 
successful, his other pulmonary 
symptoms continued to increase, 
and his strength gradually declin- 
ed. On the 14thinst. from the 
discharge of an abscess, he exhi- 
bited every appearance of being 
in the agonies of death, but in the 
course of an hour he revived 
somewhat, and was able occasion- 
ally, to converse a little in a 
whisper, which he could do to 








the last. On Tuesday the 18th, 
he became more restless, and 
about sun set, without any special 
indications that he was in imme- 
diate danger of death, he said, 
“1 cannot stay here, | must go,” 
and almost in that instant expi- 
red. 

Thus ended his life on earth: 
But we have strong confidence, 
that he then began to live with 
the saints above, whom he longed 
to join. In proof of this we have 
not merely the evidence of a life 
devoted to his Saviour, but also 
the conversation of a dying be- 
liever. ‘This privilege, in regard 
to our brethen Newell and Ni- 
chols, a holy providence, by the 
nature of their diseases, in a 
great measure denied us. But 
we were allowed intercourse with 
this brother to the very entrance 
of heaven. Several days before 
his death, being confident he 
should continue but a short time, 
he desired to see us all together. 
We met accordingly, and united 
in singing and prayer. At this 
precious season, he was not able 
to address us all collectively, but 
spoke in a whisper to one of us, 
who communicated his ideas to 
the rest. He requested if he had 
wounded any of our feelings, to 
be forgiven. He appeared very 
affectionate, and much attached 
to all our concerns, especially 
that of the schools. He remark- 
ed, that his love for the mission 
had been increasing ; and on ano- 
ther occasion, he expressed a con- 
fidence, that it would prosper. 
He said he had anticipated much 
enjoyment in the missionary meet- 
ing, which was about to take 
place, but, not being able to at- 
tend, he wished us to give his 
love to all who should be pre- 
sent. 

During bis long illness, he ma- 
nifested a child like submission 
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and confidence in God, and much 
Christian humility. ** How wide- 
ly different,” said he, in regard 
to his bodily suffering, “is my 
condition from that of those in 
hell, where I deserve to be.” 
At other times, he said, “* My life 
looks bad, but Jesus has washed 
me.” 1] may continue a day or 
two, but it is better to depart.” 
In reply to the question, whether 
his desire to depart arose chiefly 
from his bodily pains, he said, “I 
wish to be where | shall serve 
God day and night.” His emo- 
tions were at no time peculiarly 
rapturous, but he enjoyed a con- 
tinual and steady confidence. 

Having seen and felt, that there 
is a superabundance of missionary 
labor tor Christian females in this 
country, and on inquiry found 
that Mrs. Frost was desirous of re- 
maining and labouring here after 
his decease, he expressed the 
highest gratification. He said he 
hoped she would not dishonour 
God by undue sorrow. On see- 
ing her weep, he said, “* Weep 
not for me, but for the heathen.” 
He manifested an exquisite de- 
light, especially towards the close 
of his illness, in prayer, and in 
uniting with others in that duty, 
and in hearing the Scriptures 
read, and praises sung. 

We have, therefore, occasion 
to mourn only for ourselves, thus 
early deprived of one, who would 
have zealously aided us in point- 
ing out to the heathen the only 
way to life eternal. On these 
accounts, we would be humbled 
and mourn. We entreat the 
churches to fill up our vacancies, 
and to do more than fill them. 

As the chapel was on the way 
to our burying ground, brother 
Frost’s remains were conveyed 
there, and an address made in 
English, and one in Mabratta, 
with prayers andsinging. A cun- 
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siderable number both of Euro- 
peans and natives were present. 

We remain yours in the service 
of our blessed Saviour. 

G. Hatt, 
A. Graves.” 

Mr. Frost, who has been called 
thus early from his labors, pos- 
sessed qualities as a man and as a 
Christian, which ensured to him 
the love and confidence of his as- 
sociates, and would have render- 
ed him, had he lived long enough 
to acquire the Mahratta language, 
a very useful missionary. The 
great purpose of his life, during 
all his studies preparatory to the 
Gospel Ministry, and subsequent- 
ly until his death, manifestly was 
to comply with the requisitions of 
duty. 

On the 25th September, 1823, 
Mr. Frost received ordination in 
Salem, Mass.; and on the 27th, 
embarked at that place, with his 


wife, and Mrs. Graves for Calcut- 
ta. ‘There they arrived early in 
the March following. After re- 
maining in that city a fortnight, 
they embarked again for Madras 
and Bombay, and arrived at the 
latter place June 28th, nine 
months after leaving Boston. Mr. 
Frost’s connexion with the mission 
was, therefore, scarcely of a year 
and a half continuance. 

He was, we believe, a native 
of Brattleborough, Vt., where his 
mother still resides. His father 
died not many weeks since.—The 
parents of Mrs. Frost are inhabi- 
tants of Chester, N. H. 





DEATH OF MR. SESSIONS. 
Died, on the coast of Africa, 
March 2, on board brig Vine, Mr. 
Horace Sessions, American Mis- 
sionary, who accompanied the 
coloured colonists who sailed from 
Boston in Jan. last for Liberia. 
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LATE FROM THE AFRICAN COLONY. 


An introductory sheet of the 
«¢ Liberia Herald,” dated Monro- 
via, Feb. 16th, has been received 
in Boston. It contains a Prospec- 
tus of the paper which is to be 
published under that title, once 
in two weeks, commencing as 
soon as 200 subscribers shall be 
obtained. Price, $1 per annum 
in advance, or $1,5U in 6 months. 
The Editorial department is to be 
under the particular supervision 
of the Agent, while the business 
of printing will be conducted by 
Mr. Cuarves L. Force, who re- 
cently went out from Boston. 

Besides the Prospectus, the 
present sheet contains an account 
of the arrival of the Vine on the 
7th of February ; also, a descrip- 
tion of a visit made by the Agent 


and several of the Colonists to 
Grand Colo, New Sesters, and 
Grand Bassa, for the inspection 
of the factories in possession of 
the Colony in that quarter,—from 
which they returned on the 13th, 
after an absence of three weeks. 
The substance of these articles 
we copy below. We would men- 
tion as particularly worthy of no- 
tice, what is said of the eager- 
ness of all the Leeward Tribes 
except one, to receive instruction. 
For this at least, Ethiopia is al- 
ready stretching forth her hands. 
From the Liberia Herald of Feb. 16. 
ARRIVAL OF THE NEW-ENGLAND EX- 
PEDITION. 
On the 7th inst., the brig Vine, 
Capt. Grozier, arrived at this 
port in 34 days from Boston, with 
Colonists for Liberia. We are 




















happy to assure our American 
friends that the officers and crew, 
the Rev. Mr. Sessions,* and Rev. 
Mr. Holton the missionary, and 
Mr. Force, Printer, together with 
all the Colonists, are in perfect 
health, and have been unusually 
protected of Heaven from the 
dangers of the deep, and from the 
attacks of disease. 

They were welcomed by our 
citizens by the discharge of artil- 
lery, by acclamations of joy, and 
by crowds at the wharf, ready to 
conduct them to their dwellings. 
The landing of the people and 
the unloading of the brig, were 
effected without an accident. The 
Colonists have all been admitted 
as free citizens of Liberia, drawn 
their town Jots and plantations, 
and been located temporarily in 
convenient houses generously of- 
fered them by our citizens till 
they can erect their own. 

We understand that they are 
highly pleased with the healthi- 
ness and progress of the Colony, 
and, to use their own words, 
“feel that they have now got 
home.” 

Then follows a statement of the ar- 
ticles ‘so liberally contributed for the 
use of the Colony by our friends in 
New-England.” 

If all this may be viewed as an 
index of the state of feeling in 
New England, it must be most 
gratifying to the American Colo- 
nization Society, and furnishes a 
pledge never before given, that 
Africa is to arise from her degra- 
dation, and this Colony to receive 
an impulse which no subsequent 
disaster can effect. 


EXPEDITION TO GRAND COLO, &c. 
Among the objects accomplish- 
ed by this excursion are the con- 
clusion of a treaty of amity and 





* Mr. S. it will be recollected, died 
on his homeward passage. —E£ds. 
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trade with the king of Grand Co- 
lo, from which places, as the first 
fruits of the new arrangement, a 
full schooner load of rice and oil 
sent by the Agent, arrived even 
before his own return to the 
Cape. The resources of that 
country are found to be abundant, 
and its accession to the new re- 
lation which it now sustains to the 
Colony, promises to the latter, 
important advantages. Grand Co- 
lo, it will be perceived, from a 
map of the coast, is the country 
contiguous to the dominions of 
king Wilson, (or West,) on the 
south-east, whose transactions in 
the slave traffic, are second in ex- 
tent only to those of Siaca Galinas. 
Trade-town, the grand mart of 
slaves on this line of the coast, is 
brought within the station at 
which the influence of the Colo- 
ny may be now considered as par- 
tially established. 

The Agent was induced by va- 
rious reasons, not yet proper to 
be fully disclosed, to visit 'Trade- 
town. ‘The number of slaves, at 
present waiting their despatch at 
this place, is 300 ; the whole num- 
ber had been collected in the 
short space of 4 weeks. King 
Wilson having acquired his con- 
sequence by means of this traffic, 
discovers no inclination to aban- 
don it for any other pursuit; and 
regards the progress of juster 
views on the subject, beginning 
to prevail among the adjoining 
tribes, with a mixture of concern 
and indignation. 

His next neighbor, King Free- 
man, of New Sesters, from whom 
the Colony has obtained the grant 
of an extensive territory, and 
other valuable privileges, and 
where it has the oldest of its re- 
mote establishments, has given, 
in the present instance, several 
fresh proofs of the sincerity in 
which his former transactions with 
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the Agent have been conducted. 
It is confidently expected that 
an invaluable acquisition of ter- 
ritory will very shortly be se- 
cured to the Colony in that quar- 
ter by simple purchase. 

It is most gratifying to find, (as 
the Agent has, in this excursion,) 
an eager desire expressed by all 
the leeward tribes, except Wil- 
son’s people, for the immediate 
establishment of schools among 
them for the instruction of their 
children in the English language 
and letters. It is the opinion of 
the Agent, that at least three 
schools in that quarter would be 
wholly supported by the King 


Ordinations and Installations. 


and head-men of the country, pro- 
vided instructors could be furnish- 
ed them. ‘The part of the coast 
visited, presents a population, it 
is believed, fully equal to any 
section of Western Africa in 
which the slave trade prevails to 
an equal extent; the lands are 
drier, and of more uniform fer- 
tility than in the immediate vici- 
nity of the Cape; and could 
Christianity and the arts once 
gain an effectual introduction, it 
is not possible to picture a richer 
scene of moral and _ physical 
wealth and beauty than this de- 
lightful region offers to the ima- 
gination which surveys it. 


Orvinations and X¥unstallations. 


April 12,—Rev. Mivron P. Bra- 
MAN was ordained Pastor of the 
ist Church in Danvers. Sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Braman, of Rowley. 

April 17,—Rev. Wittiam A. 
Savace was ordained as an Evan- 
geiist by the New York Presby- 
tery. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Patton. 

April 20.—Rev. Epenezer Ma- 
son was ordained to the work of 
the Gospel Ministry by the New 
York Presbytery. Sermon by 
Rev. Dr. Knox. 

May 10,—Rev. Cuartes Boy- 
TER was ordained in Sharon, as an 
Evangelist. Introductory prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Coggswell of Ded- 
dam; Sermon by Rev. Mr. Bur- 
gess of Dedham ; Consecrating 
Prayer by Rev. Dr. Park, of 
Wrentham; Charge by Rev. Mr. 
Fisk, of Wrentham; Right-hand of 
Fellowship by Rev. Mr. Curtis, of 
Sharon; Concluding Prayer by 
Rev. Mr. Peirce, of Foxborough 

May 10,—Messrs. Exit Smitn, 
JostanH Brewer, Cyrus Stone, and 
Jerumian Stow, were ordained at 


Springfield, Mass. as Missionaries 
to the heathen. These gentle- 
men are to be employed under 
the direction of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Fo- 
reign Missions. Mr. Smith pro- 
ceeds immediately to Malta, to 
be associated with Mr. Temple in 
conducting the Printing Establish- 
ment. ‘The destination of the 
others has not yet been defini- 
tively assigned.—At the same time 
the Rev. Rurus Anperson, Assis- 
tant Secretary of the Board of 
Foreign Missions, was ordained as 
an Evangelist.—Sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Fay, of Charlestown. 

May 17,—Mr. Wakerte.p Gace 
was ordained at Salem, Mass. as 
an Evangelist. Sermon by Rev. 
Mr. Burnham, of Pembroke, N. 
H. Mr. Gale is to be employed 
as a Missionary in the eastern 
part of Maine. 

Rev. Revsen Smith has been 
ordained as Pastor of the second 
Congregational Church in Bur- 
lington, Vt. 





Family Religious Assistant. 


CROCKER & BREWSTER, and T. R. MARVIN, Boston, pro- 
pose to publish a Book entitled the FAMILY RELIGIOUS ASSIST- 
ANT. By Witttam Cocswext, A. M. Pastor of the South Church in 
Dedham, Ms. 


THE CONTENTS OF THE BOOK ARE, 


1. A Sermon on Family Religion. II. A System of Natural and 
Revealed Religion, in the form of Question and Answer, accompanied 
with Scripture proofs, in thirty-two chapters. II]. A Series of Reso- 
lutions, and Questions for self-examination. IV. Morning and Evening 
Prayers, for every day for two weeks, together with Occasional 
Prayers. V. Select Psalms and Hymns, adapted to Family Devotion: 
and VI. Select Harmony, or Psalm Tunes suitable for Family 
Worship. 


CONDITIONS. 


1. The Family Religious Assistant shall contain from 300 to 350 large duode- 
cimo pages, be printed on good paper with fair type, and well bound in sheep, 
and afforded to subscribers for One Dollar. To non-subscribers the price will 
be One Dollar and Twenty Five Cents. 

2. Those who become responsible for five copies, shall receive a sizth gratis. 

3. The work will be ready for delivery in the month of August. 





The Work is highly recommended by the following Clergymen: Rev. Dr. 
Holmes of Cambridge, Rev. Dr. Fark of Providence, Rev. Dr. Jenks of Boston, 
Rev. Dr. Codman of Dorchester, Rev. Mr. Fisk of Wrentham, Rev. Mr. 
Emerson of Salem, Rev. Mr. Fay of Charlestown, Rev Mr. Curtis of Sharon, 
Rev. Mr. Ide of Medway, Rev. Mr. Dwight of Boston, Rev. Mr. Wisner of Bos- 
ton, Rev. Mr. Hitchcock of Randolph, Rev. Mr. Gile, of Milton, Rev. Mr. Green 
of Boston, Rev. Mr. Burgess of Dedham, Rey. Mr. Storrs of Braintree, and 
Rev. Mr. Hunting'on of Bridgewater. 

Boston, May, 1826. 


JOB PROVING. 


‘THE subscriber devotes his attention particularly to the Printing of 


Books, Pamphlets, Handbills, Blanks, Cards, §c. §c. 


and being provided with a great variety of ORNAMENTAL and 
other Type, is prepared to execute every description of 


BOOZ AND JOB PRINTING, 


with neatness, accuracy and despatch. Orders punctually attend- 
ed to. Office in Spear’s Buildings, over the Centinel Printing Office, 
Congress-street, Boston. T. R. MARVIN. 





ie 





a ee 


ik Delinquent Subscribers for one or both of the preceding volumes 
of the Christian Magazine, are respectfully requested to make remittanees 
either to the Publishing Committee n Wrentham. orto the Publisher 


1m Boston. 





